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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to analyze the marine corps to play a bigger role in coastal defense operations in Indonesia. 
Based on Presidential Regulation Number 66 of 2019, article 63 states that the Marine corps is designated as 
the Main Operations Command. This provision has implications for the Marines to carry out several operations 
under the direct command of the TNI Commander. Some of the operations that can be carried out include 
amphibious operations, coastal defense operations, and securing strategic outer islands within OMP and 
OMSP. In particular, coastal defense operations are essential operations that the Marine Corps will be able to 
carry out properly because the coastal defense is one of its primary capabilities. The Marine Corps as the 
central coordinator in Coastal Defense Operations is also supported by article 153 which states the authority of 
the Marine Corps as the Main Guidance Command in fostering Marine unit elements and maritime potential in 
the region. Thus, it becomes a necessity if the Marine Corps becomes the main driving force for the 
implementation of Coastal Defense Operations along with the frontier coastal areas in Indonesia. This study 
used a qualitative descriptive analysis approach with the primary data source obtained from a literature review. 
It is hoped that the results of this study can contribute to the Republic of Indonesia in considering the Marine 
Corps to be able to play an active role by starting to develop the Composite Marine Unit organization. Then it 
will be more optimal if the Composite Marine Unit is dislocated throughout the Indonesian homeland, especially 
in areas that have the Main Base of the Indonesian Navy as the central role in the implementation of the current 
Coastal Defense Operations. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 Indonesia is a country with the second-

longest coastline in the world. With a total of more 

than 17 thousand islands and a coastline of more 

than 10 thousand kilometres, Indonesia has 

characteristics, unlike most continental countries. 

This, of course, has a massive influence on how  

Indonesia's defense system should be structured. 

The defense that prioritizes the elements of the sea 

and the coast should be one of the priorities 

because this element has a significant threat from 

its marine area.  

 The threat in the marine area cannot be 

underestimated and deserves attention to all 

components of the Indonesian nation. This is 

inseparable from the many threats from the sea that 

have recently become increasingly visible. One of 

these threats can be seen from the tension in many 

border areas. Perhaps the hottest part of this time is 

the South China Sea, where the intense conflict is 

taking place in the Indonesian sea area. 

 The South China Sea continues to heat up 

until now. According to Prabowo (2013), both the 

policies and strategies applied by Indonesia in 

tensions at sea have not been well formulated. 

Therefore, a comprehensive formula is needed to 

respond to threats in Indonesia's oceans and 

beaches. The condition of Indonesia's defense at 

sea, which is not yet fully integrated, makes 

Indonesia vulnerable in facing various threats at 

sea. This is again proven by the lack of equipment 

that can carry out coastal defense operations. 
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 In general, coastal defense operation 

(coastal defense) is a cross-dimensional joint 

operation which aims to protect and block threats 

on the coastline and attack other objects in the 

coastal area. In the context of Coastal Defense, 

beaches are identified as land-sea and air areas 

bounded by operating agreements 

(paradigmindonesia.com, 2019). This operation has 

strategic value because Indonesia is a country that 

has a very long coastline. Until now, coastal areas 

have not been enormously developed in Indonesia. 

This can be seen from the absence of a particular 

unit that is placed on the outer coasts of Indonesia. 

 If a country can use the coastal area 

properly, the potential that can be developed is 

enormous. This has been proven by many studies 

analyzing the potential of the coastal region as a 

maritime buffer. One of the studies conducted by 

Nasution (2009) found that the coastal area has a 

defense potential that can be developed as an effort 

to strengthen the defense aspect in Indonesia. This 

proves the strategic position of the coast in 

Indonesia's defense. 

  One fact that coastal defense has not been 

developed is a problem in itself for Indonesia. Given 

that Indonesia has a coastline that is so long that it 

is very vulnerable to threats from various parties 

(Putra and Hakim, 2016). Also, the elements of 

coastal defense that are still not yet integrated 

make the defense problem on the outer lines of 

Indonesian territory even more severe. The author 

sees this as a threat that needs to be resolved 

immediately. One that the writer tries to develop in 

this case is improving coordination in coastal 

defense operations, which until now has not 

appointed a particular city as the main driver in 

operations. 

 One of the corps that has the most capable 

capabilities in conducting coastal defense is the 

Marines. Historically the Marine Corps was a unit 

formed to fill the Indonesian military force with 

several tasks such as coastal defense, amphibious 

operations, and defense on the outer islands. This 

capability is coupled with the allusista that is owned, 

which is quite complete in protecting and defending 

coastal areas in Indonesia. Thus, the author 

believes that the Marines are the most suitable 

units to coordinate coastal defense operations in 

Indonesia. 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Indonesian Marine Corps 

 The Indonesian Marine Corps is one of the 

combat units included in the Main Operations 

Command under the TNI commander who has 

outstanding abilities in terms of landing and coastal 

defense. Apart from serving as Main Operations 

Command, the Marines through Presidential 

Decree No. 66 of 2019 was also appointed as Main 

Command of Development or served as a 

supervisor in coastal and maritime defense. 

 In the historical context of the formation of 

the Marines, they were starting in 1945 were at that 

time there was the Mariniers Corps at the main 

headquarters of the Republic of Indonesia's navy in 

Tegal (Irianto et al., 2014). The formation of the 

Marine Corps was then preceded by the existence 

of the Marine Operations Command Corps (KKO) 

where the Marines entered with an initial force of 7 

Battalion. Furthermore, with the changes that 

occurred within the KKO, in 1950, the Marines 

stood alone and became the Marine Corps like in 

1945 at the beginning of its establishment. 

 The Indonesian Marine Corps is currently 

quite large, with three divisions divided into three 

cities in Indonesia. The three divisions consist of 

Marine Forces 1 in Marunda, Jakarta, Marine 

Forces 2 in Sidoarjo, East Java, and Marines 3 in 

Sorong, West Papua. This sizeable strength is also 

supported by several units under it, such as the 

Marine Infatuation Brigade, Artillery, Amphibious 

Reconnaissance, and the elite Denjaka Troops. 
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Thus, the Marines can be said to be the central 

amphibious unit owned by Indonesia. 

 In its history, the Marines have also been 

involved in various operations and events that have 

occurred in Indonesia. One of the most memorable 

ones is Operation Dwikora, which involved two 

Marines (KKO) to carry out bombings in Singapore 

(Saefudin, 2018). Also, the Marines were also 

assigned to eradicate the DI / TII rebels led by 

Kartosuwiryo, known as the Mount Gede operation 

(Setiyono and Triyana, 2014). The footprint of the 

Marines is quite large, proving that the Marines are 

a reliable commando unit in national defense. 

 The great strength of the Marines was also 

driven by the designation of the Marines as Main 

Operations Command through Presidential 

Regulation Number 66 of 2019. This designation 

certainly had several impacts on the Marine Corps, 

especially in terms of the assignment and authority 

to the Marines in maintaining Indonesian 

sovereignty. As a Main Operations Command the 

Marines have the same level as several other units 

such as Kogabwilhan, Kodam, Kostrad, and 

Kopassus. 

 The Marines have their specialties compared 

to some of the other Main Operations Command. A 

characteristic of the Marines is that they can be 

deployed in amphibious operations and on the 

coast. These characteristics are supported by the 

abilities possessed by Marines and their alusista. 

Besides, in the past, the Marines have also 

received a special place as troops ready to be 

deployed in existing operations in swampy areas or 

beaches as well as amphibious landings. 

 

 As one of the Main Operations Command, 

the Marines are charged with several assignments 

including amphibious operations, coastal defense 

operations, and security operations for the outer 

islands, as well as other operations concerning 

OMP and OMSP according to the policies of the 

TNI Commander. Especially about coastal defense 

operations, so far this operation has been a cross-

dimensional operation commanded by the main 

Navy Base. So that the Marines only act as one of 

the supporting elements in process. Likewise with 

Coastal Defense Commander, until now it is still 

held by the Assistant Operation of the Navy Main 

Base. 

 Main Operations Command has one further 

consequence for the Marines in terms of coastal 

defense operations. As a unit with the most capable 

capabilities in the amphibious field, the Marines 

should not only act as a support unit. This needs to 

be elaborated further, because in practice, 

currently, the coordinator of Coastal Defense 

Operations has not involved too many Marines. 

Thus, the role of the Marines both as Main 

Operations Command and as a unit that has the 

most capable capabilities in the field of Coastal 

Defense Operations has not been optimal. 

 

2.2 Marines as Prime Mover of Coastal 

Defense Operations 

 Based on the determination as Main 

Operations Command and its capabilities, the 

Marines should not only be a support unit in coastal 

defense operations. The Marines should be further 

charged with being the leading sector in the coastal 

defense operation which so far has been mostly 

held by Lantamal. Making the Marines a leading 

sector will optimize the role of the Marines. 

 Based on several studies that have been 

done, several issues make the author believe in the 

research topic. Some of them are, (1) The Marines 

are a combat operations unit with primary 

qualifications (one of which) is coastal defense. (2) 

The role that is not too big in coastal defense 

operations in Indonesia. (3) The need for sizeable 

coastal defense personnel in Indonesia, and (4) the 

designation of the Marines as Main Operations 

Command. 
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 Based on the enormous need for coastal 

defense, the consequences of Indonesia as an 

archipelago make this need more complex. 

Likewise, Indonesia's maritime defense strategy 

has not fully answered the need for coastal defense 

(Armados et al., 2017). Therefore an adequate 

solution is needed to answer this problem. In this 

context, pushing for the optimization of the Marines 

role would make sense. 

 One of the studies conducted by Farick et al. 

(2019) also proves that so far, the role of the 

Marines in carrying out operations is not optimal. 

Lack of personnel and capabilities have been a 

significant problem on coastal defense operations 

assignments. This is then exacerbated by the 

absence of a unit that focuses on developing 

coastal defense operations. Thus, coastal defense 

operations which are very crucial are less well 

developed. 

 Assigning the Marines to coordinate Coastal 

defense operations can be a quick step towards 

filling the shortage of coastal defense personnel. By 

becoming a coordinator of the Marines, they will be 

able to concentrate their strength to deploy coastal 

defenses. Also, the Marines will be better at 

providing an assessment of threats on the coast 

compared to other units because the Marines are a 

unit with this specialty. 

  On the other hand, the assignment of the 

Marines as prime mover of Coastal defense 

operation can later become an embodiment of one 

of the Marine's primary duties as Main Command of 

Development. Main Command of Development is 

an Operations Command whose task is to guide 

other units (Rohimat et al., 2020). The Marines who 

serve as supervisors in amphibious operations and 

coastal defense, it is only natural that the Marines 

also become coordinators at this level. It would be 

counterproductive if the Marines were not 

coordinating this field. 

 As Prime Mover of the coastal defense 

operation, Marine units can be upgraded in status 

and position on each Navy Main Base. Currently, 

the Marine units available at Navy Main Base are 

only in the Marine Defense Battalion Base 

(Yonmarhanlan) form, not too many. The only 

function as a unit to defend the base. This number 

is certainly not very significant and needs to be 

increased. 

 In this case, the authors argue that for each 

Lantamal region, a separate Marine brigade can be 

formed. This will be very productive because each 

Navy Main Base can have a particular unit that can 

carry out one Marine Unit Composite on Coastal 

defense operation independently and is ready in 

Indonesia's region. Besides, in their function of 

guidance, the Marines will also be better able to 

provide advice in units in the area. So that the 

Marines will be more effective in carrying out their 

functions as Main Operations Command and Main 

Command of Development. The formation of a 

separate brigade in each Navy Main Base can also 

welcome the plan to adjust the Navy Main Base, 

planned to be aligned with units at the Kodam level. 

 The solution of holding a Marine’s komposit 

unit in each Navy Main Base will also encourage 

the spread of Marines throughout Indonesia. This 

solution will increase the Marines' effectiveness as 

an Main Operations Command as well as its role if 

it can be approved as coordinator of coastal 

defense operations. This is very appropriate and 

will add to the posture of the TNI, especially the 

Navy, to be more ideal. Given that the current state 

of defense at sea is still not perfect, there is always 

an impression that the reason is based on land 

(Bakrie, 2007). 

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Coastal Defense Operations and Maritime 

Potential 

  One of the advantages that the Marines 

have in their units is the ownership of personnel 
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who have sufficient territorial understanding. This is 

in line with the establishment of a new desk in the 

Navy, namely the Maritime Potential. The personnel 

in the Maritime Potential field are mostly include 

personel from the Marines, and it is characteristic 

that the Marines are the most flexible unit in 

developing territorial areas in the Navy. 

  This territorial advantage can make the 

Marines more effective in maintaining coastal 

defenses. Apart from the strength, personnel, and 

defense equipment they have, the marine 

personnel serving at Maritime Potential can also 

embrace the community to work together and 

participate in security on the coast. This is very 

effective because community involvement can 

enlarge and multiply the strength of the TNI 

wherever it is on duty. Apart from being a supporter 

in logistics and personnel, a well-developed 

community will be able to become the eyes and 

ears for the Army to anticipate threats that arise. 

 It is on this basis that the authors argue that 

the Marines will be more effective in becoming the 

prime mover of Coastal defense operation. Apart 

from the specialization of their abilities, the Marines 

can also foster coastal communities to participate in 

maintaining aspects of coastal defense. If this can 

be carried out well, the author believes that defense 

in the coastal area will be strong and will get 

support from the whole community. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

 Indonesia is a country with the second-

longest coastline in the world. This fact makes 

Indonesia need an adequate and robust aspect of 

coastal defense. Unfortunately, so far the coastal 

defenses built in Coastal Defense Operations have 

not been well established. 

 Seeing the current conditions, the authors 

see the potential to make the Marines prime mover 

of Coastal defense operation. This aims to make 

Coastal defense operation as the backbone of 

coastal defense more optimal. The author based 

this view on several reasons including the 

designation of the Marines as Main Operations 

Command and Main Command of Development, 

the ability of Marines who are indeed trained to 

carry out Coastal defense operation, and the 

territorial capabilities of Marines in coastal areas 

which can be maximized if they become the 

coordinator of Coastal defense Operations. 

 Several proposals to be able to develop the 

Marines as an operations coordinator, among 

others. (1) Improve the position of the Marines in 

each Navy Main Base area by holding a Marine 

Unit Composite in each Navy Main Base’s Area. (2) 

Deploy Marine units throughout Indonesia with 

coordination of permanent operations under 

Pasmar as Main Operations Command. If some of 

these suggestions can be followed up, the author 

believes that Indonesia will have capable strengths 

in Coastal Defense Operations. 
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